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APEDA ot ;
- Agricultural and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority

(Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Gowvt. of India)

APEDA/ORG/2007/ o)p—

June 26, 2007
ooz

Sub: Prohibition of Methyl Bromide fumigation for export of organic
products.

Dear Sir,

APEDA has been getting feedback from exporters of organic products that
some consignments were rejected at ports in the EU and other countries since
the containers services were carrying out Methyl Bromide fumigation. It was
also observed that wooden pallets were also being treated with Methyl Bromide.
This chemical is prohibited in organic standards the world over. The residue of
this chemical in organic products affects its organic integrity. This matter was
taken up with the Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine & Storage and
they have informed their regional stations at different locations not to insist on
Methyl Bromide fumigation for export of organic products. It has also been
advised that use of Methyl Bromide on wooden pallets used as packaging
material should be avoided. In such cases, wooden pallets treated with forced
hot air only may be allowed.

A copy of letter no.115-24/2005-PQD dated 7th June, 2007 of the Directorate
of Plant Protection Quarantine & Storage is enclosed for reference.

Yours faithfully,

&l

Dr. PVSM Gouri
Advisor (Organic Products)
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F Nol15-24/2005-POD
Government of India
Ministry of Agriculture
(Department of Agriculture & Cooperation)
DIRECTORATE OF PLANT PROTECTION, QUARANTINE & STORAGE
NHIV. FARIDABAD — 121 001 (Haryana)

Date7.06.2007

Sub: Treatment of organically produced Agricultural Products for export - matter
regarding.

EXE T2

The Officer In-charges of NPQS/RPQS/PQS/concerned CIPMCs are hereby
informed that based on the feed-back received from the exporters dealing with export of
organically produced Agricultural products, the Director of APEDA has apprised that Methyl
Bromide is prohibited in organic products the world over. Fumigation of such products with
Methyl Bromide affects the organic integrity of the product and the consignments fumigated
with Methyl Bromide are being rejected.

In view of the above, it is advised not to insist on Methyl Bromide fumigation for
export of organic products. Methyl Bromide fumigation of wooden pallets used as packaging
material / dunnage along with organic products should also be avoided. However, in such
cases wonden pallets treated with Forced Hot Air only be allowed.

Yours faithfully,

(P.s./c—hma%( 7 1

Plant Protection Adviser
to the Government of India

1. Officer In-charges NPQS, New Delhi, RPQS, Amritsar, Chennai, Mumbai, Kolkata.

2. PQS Kandla, Cochin, Trivendram, Tuticorin, Trichy, Mangalore, Bangalore,
Vishakhapatnam, Hyderabad, Bongaon, Guwahati, Agartala, Sanouli, Jogwani,
Rupadiah, Banbasa and Raxol

'/3 CIPMC Lucknow. Patna. Gorakhpur, Indore, Nagpur, Madgaon Goa. Bangalore.
v FL ; = g
L, Generel Manager Mam} #;“N.c.u.r,wﬂ, % Sirt Intitatenad Krex
WWW?/M&QD&@M—HO 16. A
m




